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1. Parkways for People: Canal Parkways in 2022
Thanks to everyone who joined our Feb 7 community discussion on the Rideau
Canal Parkways in 2022 and shared their perspectives, thoughts and aspirations.
Bottom line: expect exciting announcements from the NCC around April.

2. Word on the Street
Occupiers are making a pretty convincing case for why we need to
accelerate transforming Wellington St for pedestrians, bikes and trams.
Bill 54, the Protecting Vulnerable Road Users Act, has passed second
reading -- but will it clear the third reading and become law before the
Ontario legislature is dissolved for June elections?
Friday, Feb 11 is Winter Bike to Work Day.
Great framework put forward by Matt Pinder of The Three Types of Cycling
Advocates (which can probably be adapted to advocacy across the board).
Where do you sit in this mix?
City Council voted to preserve tree canopy and reject NCC plans for a row
of embassies along the western parkway.
Canal Skateway is temporarily closed as of Feb 9. If the weather forecast
holds, good chance this will reopen by Feb 12.

3. This Week's Big Idea: It's Time to Accelerate
Plans for a Car-Free Wellington St

One of the many takeaways from the occupation of downtown Ottawa is that we
should accelerate plans to make Wellington St (from Rideau St to the Portage
Bridge) car-free. The NCC has recommended that the street be repurposed for a
tramway, which is one option the STO is considering for trips between Gatineau and
Ottawa.
For better regional travel, for the safety of our parliamentary district, for connecting
our active transportation network ... let's start the process of transformation now.
Let a new downtown Wellington St be one of the true legacies of the 2022
occupation.

4. Have Your Say
The City of Ottawa wants to hear your thoughts on Donald St. resurfacing and
bike lanes, by Feb 10. Some community thoughts here.
The City is hosting an online Open House on its Transportation Master Plan on
Feb 15 at 6:30pm. Register on Eventbrite.
The City has a number of surveys around the forthcoming Transportation Master
Plan update, until Feb 18.
Your priorities for pedestrian and cycling facilities over the next 25 years.
Draft policies around TMP specific themes (survey links found in each of the
one-pagers, or send comments directly to tmpupdate@ottawa.ca)
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