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613 Update // Parkways for People talk@socialmotion.ca
A $250m Green Bond Could Build 25 Years of Bike Infrastructure Now
November 18, 2021 at 1:48 PM
Concerned Citizens hello@socialmotion.ca

Power of the Crowd for an Active City Agenda
Biking. Walking. Parks & Rec. Public Spaces.

NEW? CLICK
HERE

1. Parkways for People: Tell Us What You Think of
the First Paper in Our NCC Parkways Series
Parkways for People has released
Reimagining Queen Elizabeth Driveway,
our first paper in the NCC Parkways
series. The paper lays out community
ideas for reconfiguring QED as a space
that priorities people.
If you have additional ideas for QED,
please send us a note at
info@parkwaysforpeople.ca.
Reminder that on December 1 at
7:00pm, we are holding our second
community discussion to reimagine
parkways; this time, Colonel By Drive.
Sign up on Eventbrite.

2. Word on the Street
Some of what the community has been talking about recently.
Street art proposals for Cambridge St N ... which one do you like best?
Check out this nifty secure bike parking in Brooklyn, NY.
The new Pangishimo Park in the Zibi development is now open.
E-bikes are getting some love.
The Rideau Winter Trail will go up to Bank and Riverside this year. Wax up
those xc skis!

3. This Week's Big Idea: Use a $250m Green Bond
to Do 25 Years of Bike Infra Right Away
Ottawa spends about $10m annually on
dedicated bike infrastructure (plus
more through integrated sewer and
paving works, but we are doing those
anyways so they are not counted as
separate bike infrastructure).

Soon, the City is going to announce its
priority cycling facilities for the
foreseeable future (and perhaps for the
full 25 years of the new Official Plan).
Ottawa could drip that cycling plan out
$10m a year for 25 years. Or the City
could issue a bond to build all that infra
now, and repay it over 25 years.

Given the cost of borrowing, this would be a remarkably affordable option. In 2020,
Ottawa issued a 30-year 2.5% green bond to finance LRT. If we could finance bike
debt at 2.5% over 25 years, our annual repayments would average out to about
$13.5m per year -- $3.5m more than we were planning to spend anyways.
The City has a $4B annual operating budget; it wouldn't be difficult to find $3.5m to
pay the interest on a generation's worth of bike infrastructure. Plus, if
construction costs were to rise in the future, it might work out cheaper to build the
full 25-year's worth of investments now.
A new $250m green bond is highly unlikely to make its way into next year's budget,
but could this be a 2022 election issue?

but could this be a 2022 election issue?

4. They Want to Hear From You
The Powers That Be want to hear from you.
The federal government is developing a master plan for Confederation
Heights - around Hog's Back Park, Vincent Massey Park and Canada Post with consultations on 23 Nov (6-8pm) or 25 Nov (2-4pm). Info and register.
The City is holding a final design virtual public open house for the AlbertQueen-Slater-Bronson streets reconstruction on 23 Nov. Register.
The NCC is asking for input on its Long-Term Integrated Interprovincial
Crossings Plan for the National Capital Region. Survey until 23 Nov.
The Ottawa Hospital is holding a public information update for the Civic
campus on 24 Nov at 6pm (Zoom details)
The City wants to hear your thoughts on e-scooters. Survey until 30 Nov.

5. Your Dent in the Universe
Change starts with hundreds of small actions by the community. Here are easy
ways to create a better tomorrow.

1. Do you have any decent parkways
with people photos that you could
share with us? We're always looking for
new images to show.
If you do have some that you'd like to
share, please drop us a note:
info@parkwaysforpeople.ca

info@parkwaysforpeople.ca
2. Be Heard. Fill out the surveys or join the public consultations listed above.
3. Help us build strength in numbers. Forward this message to someone who
cares as much as you do about building a better Ottawa!
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a more active Ottawa. It also serves as a regular briefing for the Parkways for
People initiative. It normally comes out on Thursdays.

613 Update is maintained by the Social Motion Project, an
initiative to build sustainable and healthy communities, by
helping change makers achieve more in the active
transportation and recreation space.

Neil Saravanamuttoo, the former chief economist of the
G20's Global Infrastructure Hub, is the chief curator of the
613 Update and principal behind the Social Motion
Project. He is also a co-lead of Parkways for People. Neil can
be reached at neil@socialmotion.ca
No-© under CC0 2021 Social Motion Project and Parkways for People
Unsubscribe

