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Ottawa's 2022 Budget To Spend More on Parking than Biking
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Concerned Citizens hello@socialmotion.ca

Power of the Crowd for an Active City Agenda
Biking. Walking. Parks & Rec. Public Spaces.

NEW? CLICK
HERE

1. Parkways for People: Next Up, Colonel By Drive
Last week, we held a community
discussion on reimagining Queen
Elizabeth Driveway. We will be releasing
a summary of those discussions, which
includes some pretty amazing ideas, in
the coming week or two.
Our next parkways discussion will focus
on Colonel By Drive, which we expect
to hold in early December.
Details on dates, topics and speakers to
come soon. If that's something you
care about and have ideas you'd like
to present, drop us a line at
info@parkwaysforpeople.ca

2. Word on the Street
Some of what the community has been talking about recently.
Learn a ton about good bike infrastructure in this 7 minute video. Highly
recommended.
More great public toilets from around the world. Surely a decent supply of
public toilets is a must for a place aspiring to be the most liveable mid-sized
city in North America.
Ottawa is still doing "revert to red" traffic signals, despite that these were
supposed to be eliminated according to our Road Safety Action Plan.
Part of the new Paris €250m five year bike plan is to teach cycling in
school. This is a smart equity move, notably for newcomers who may not
have grown up with cycling.
COP26 climate discussions have been remarkably quiet about the
importance of bikes in achieving carbon reduction goals.

3. This Week's Big Idea: In a Climate Emergency,
Should Ottawa Spend More on Biking or Parking?
The City of Ottawa 2022 draft budget

has specified capital spending for active
transportation projects of $26.7m:
$8.7m on dedicated bike
projects*
$14.4m on pedestrian and
sidewalk facilities
$3.4m on other multi-use
pathways

Kudos to the city for starting to put a number on our AT spending. In addition to the
funding above, the City spends additional resources on bike and pedestrian
facilities as part of integrated sewer works, road repaving and LRT pathways, and
when federal or provincial funds become available.
The 2022 AT spend is a 25% increase on the 2021 spend. While that's positive, the
total capital budget is increasing by 26%. This includes a 56% increase on roads (to
$203m in 2022), including $23m to widen Bank St south of Leitrim for growth in the
Findlay Creek area. There is also $11m for building new, and upgrading existing,
parking. In a climate emergency, should we really be spending more on parking
than biking?
*as per the Mayor's Budget Speech, with includes $4.9m for the dedicated cycling facilities fund plus $3.8m on
3 additional cycling projects.

4. They Want to Hear From You
The Powers That Be want to hear from you (although we seem to be in a quiet
period for consultations and surveys right now).

period for consultations and surveys right now).
The City is holding a final design virtual public open house for the AlbertQueen-Slater-Bronson streets reconstruction on 23 November.
Registration link.
The City of Ottawa has a survey on budget priorities for 2022, open until
November 2. Don't expect the budget to change a lot from what has been
presented, but feel free to add your 2¢.

5. Your Dent in the Universe
Change starts with hundreds of small actions by the community. Here are easy
ways to create a better tomorrow.

1. Donate any extra outdoor equipment
lying around to the Ottawa Outdoor
Gear Library.
They are having a gear drive on
Saturday, Nov 6 at 12-2pm, with
curbside drop-off at 877A Boyd Ave.
2. Be Heard. Fill out the surveys or join the public consultations listed above.
3. Still reading ... then you've got to forward this message to someone who
cares as much as you do about building a better Ottawa!
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