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613 Update // Parkways for People talk@socialmotion.ca
How to Do a Decade of Bike Infrastructure In One Year
October 14, 2021 at 12:21 PM
Concerned Citizens test@socialmotion.ca

Power of the Crowd for an Active City Agenda
Biking. Walking. Parks & Rec. Public Spaces.

NEW? POWER
UP HERE

1. Parkways for People: Bold Thinking for QED
On October 27, we are holding a
community discussion for imagining a
better QED.
Share your ideas and be a part of writing
history; this discussion will form the
basis for how Parkways for People
engages with the NCC on a future QED.

Some amazing ideas have already come forward. Options for the QED include:
Time Sharing between Active Users and Cars. Like Gatineau Park, make
the QED active by default, with permanent gates and with cars able to access
the roadways three afternoons a week and for big Lansdowne events.
Park, not Parkway. Eliminate cars to allow the greenspace to become the
park that it could be, with pop-up cafes, canal viewing platforms, picnic
spaces, a paddling hub at Patterson Creek and more.
Winter. Create a new urban winter trail or climate-proof skating path on part
of the roadway.

2. Word on the Street
Some of what the community has been talking about recently.
City staff are now looking at how we can prioritise vulnerable road users in
construction zones, thanks to the #DetoursForPeople efforts of Bike
Ottawa and Councillor Leiper. The beginning of the end for "Sidewalk Closed"
signs?
The Bike Ottawa 2021 AGM is taking place on November 14. Everyone is
welcome to the keynote by Melissa and Chris Bruntlett of Curbing Traffic.
Ottawa City Council passed on supporting a bike sharing scheme in 2021. It's
time to see bike sharing not as a profit-making venture, but as an integral
part of the public transit network. No one expects OC Transpo to run a
profit (fares cover less than a quarter of costs); that's how we should be
thinking of bike sharing.
Given ongoing transit issues in Ottawa, should OC Transpo look at year-round
"rack and ride" programs, as is done in Kingston, Toronto and elsewhere.

3. This Week's Big Idea: Borrow to Build, Next Year,
our Full 2032 Bike Network
What will biking in Ottawa in 2032 look
like and how will we pay for it?

Currently, we don't have a long-term
plan, but assuming we knew what bike
infrastructure we wanted to put in, how
would we pay for it? The City of
Ottawa doesn't have a regular budget for
active transportation; instead, funds are
allocated project by project.

But if we did have a compelling vision for the bike network of tomorrow, we could
make the case for a dedicated active transportation fund, say, of $20 million
annually for the next 10 years. And rather than trickle this money out over a
decade, why not borrow the whole amount, build the infrastructure right away and
pay it back over 10 years.
Ottawa, it turns out, has a lot of debt capacity. The City has $3 billion in outstanding
debt, and we would have headroom (under Ontario law) to triple this. Another $200
million, which we could borrow at 2.5% or less, would have little impact on
out debt levels -- but a big immediate impact in creating the 15-minute
neighbourhoods called for in Ottawa's forthcoming new Official Plan.

4. They Want to Hear From You
The Powers That Be want to hear from you. You know the drill!
The NCC is running a survey of your opinions of the 2021 active parkways.
Please consider completing this survey as it will be an important data point for
the NCC in planning for next year. Until October 31.
Pretoria Ave sewars are being replace between Bank and Metcalfe -- and the
City is looking for feedback on the proposed road design, until October 15.

Some good suggestions on Twitter.
The City also has a survey on traffic calming around the Fourth Ave
elementary schools, until October 18.
The City of Ottawa has a survey on budget priorities for 2022, open until 2
November.

5. Your Dent in the Universe
Change starts with hundreds of small actions by the community. Here are easy
ways to create a better tomorrow.

1. Is this really the best we can do with
all this green space on Queen Elizabeth
Driveway?
Share your ideas for a better QED and
join the community discussion on Oct
27 at 7pm (Zoom). Sign up now on
Eventbrite to save your seat at the
table.

2. Be Heard. Fill out the surveys or join the public consultations listed above.
3. Still reading ... then you've got to forward this message to someone who
cares as much as you do about building a better Ottawa!
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