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Project update: Chief William Commanda Bridge
Multi-Use Pathway and Rehabilitation Project
 

 
Beginning this fall, the City will begin construction on the Chief William Commanda Bridge multi-use
pathway and rehabilitation project. The project consists of the construction of a multi-use pathway (MUP)
on the existing inactive and retained Chief William Commanda bridge and the rehabilitation of the
substructure of the bridge such as piers work, stone masonry repairs/repointing on abutments. The MUP
will connect to the City of Ottawa’s Trillium Pathway to the south and the NCC Voyageurs’ Pathway in
Gatineau to the north.

The construction of this new multi-use pathway will improve active transportation between Ottawa and
Gatineau and will serve as an interprovincial link for cycling commuters, recreational users and visitors. 

https://cityofottawa.acemlnb.com/lt.php?s=4fc6714a41200084fa2c1dc39bb885d6&i=9458A9834A254A494369
https://cityofottawa.acemlnb.com/lt.php?s=4fc6714a41200084fa2c1dc39bb885d6&i=9458A9834A254A494370
https://cityofottawa.acemlnb.com/lt.php?s=4fc6714a41200084fa2c1dc39bb885d6&i=9458A9834A254A494434


 
The City of Ottawa completed an Environmental Assessment (EA) study in early 2021 and design for a
multi-use pathway on the Chief William Commanda Bridge and rehabilitation work, as approved by
Council on December 9, 2020.

The scope of work will include:
The construction of a new timber deck on top of the existing rail track ties
 Installation of steel cable railing system
 New lighting through the pathway corridor
The construction of three new multi-use path segments linking the south approach of the
bridge to the City of Ottawa’s Trillium Pathway, linking the north and south bridge
structures across Lemieux Island, and linking the north approach to the NCC Voyageurs’
Pathway in Gatineau
Installation of new park benches
Rehabilitation of bridge’s superstructure and substructure components to ensure safety
and accessibility for all users

 

https://cityofottawa.acemlnb.com/lt.php?s=4fc6714a41200084fa2c1dc39bb885d6&i=9458A9834A254A494435


 
The total estimated project budget (for both the multi-use pathway and the substructure rehabilitation
work) is $22.6 million, with approximately $14 million from the City of Ottawa and approximately $8.6
million through the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program (ICIP) Public Transit Infrastructure Stream
(PTIS funding).

Construction is expected to start in fall 2021. The multi-use pathway portion of the project is expected to
be completed and operational by fall 2022.
The multi-use pathway will be put in service upon completion of the upper bridge works and will be safe
for use. The remainder of the rehabilitation work is expected to be completed by the end of 2023 with
minimal disruption to bridge users. Final cleanup work will be completed by summer 2024.
 

The history of the Chief William Commanda Bridge
 

The Chief William Commanda Bridge is an existing, inactive railway bridge, that crosses the Ottawa
River between the City of Ottawa (Ontario) and the City of Gatineau (Québec) on the O-Train Trillium
Line. 
The Chief William Commanda Bridge was constructed in 1879 and the superstructure was reconstructed
in 1926. The bridge is formed by two structures (north and south) separated by an island – comprised of
six spans in the south structure and seven spans in the north structure.  The clear width of the structure
is approximately 5 m carrying one track only.  The total crossing length is 989 meters.

The City of Ottawa purchased the railway bridge from Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) in 2005 for a
future, longer-term transit crossing. The Chief William Commanda Bridge is being retained as a future
rail transit bridge in the City’s Three-Year Rail Network Plan as filed with the Canadian Transportation
Agency. In 2013, the Bridge has been identified as a future "Major Pathway" in the City’s Transportation
Master Plan and is identified in the Ottawa Cycling Plan Affordable Cycling Project List.



Master Plan and is identified in the Ottawa Cycling Plan Affordable Cycling Project List.

While the Chief William Commanda Bridge is currently closed to public use, the City continues to
maintain the structure and perform periodic inspections and evaluations to assess the condition and
ensure its integrity.

On July 7, 2021, Ottawa City Council approved the name change of the former Prince of Wales Bridge to
the Chief William Commanda Bridge to honour William Commanda who served as Chief of the Kitigan
Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation from 1951 to 1970. Chief William Commanda was an Algonquin elder, a
spiritual leader, a promoter of environmental stewardship, a great bridge builder between nations, and
was awarded the Order of Canada in 2008 for his dedication and outstanding service to his people.
 

Upcoming traffic impacts
 
Lemieux Island will be closed to public in late September until the completion of the project which is
expected in summer 2024. Onigam Street leading to Lemieux Island will be closed to public access.
 

Upcoming impacts to Lemieux Island green space during
construction
 
To complete this work, a temporary closure of the green space is required. Lemieux Island will serve as a
staging area throughout construction. The construction staging area is in the western half of the green
space, where the terrain is flat and provides adequate access to the river for the required temporary
dock/wharf for work boats/barges.

The green space will be closed from September 2021 to summer 2024. For more details about the
impacts please review the Frequently Asked Questions below.
 

Frequently asked questions
 

1.  Why is the green space area being closed? 

Public access to Lemieux Island, including the green space, will be temporarily closed to
facilitate the construction of the multi-use pathway and bridge rehabilitation project.

In order to complete this work, a temporary closure of Lemieux Island is required to ensure the
safety of the public. Lemieux Island will serve as a staging area throughout construction. The
construction staging area is in the western half of the green space, where the terrain is flat and
provides adequate access to the river for the required temporary dock/wharf for work
boats/barges. 

Furthermore, the City is taking the opportunity of having Lemieux Island, including the green
space, closed to complete several different projects at the same time. The City aims to



space, closed to complete several different projects at the same time. The City aims to
minimize the duration of the closure.

2. Will signage be placed onsite to alert public users?

Yes, signage will be placed onsite in advance of construction commencing.

3. Will the green space be accessible again when construction is completed?

Yes, the green space at Lemieux Island will be reopened following the completion of the
project. The project is expected to be completed in the summer of 2024.

4. What area will be closed?

The entire Lemieux Island will be closed starting from Onigam Street.

5. Can residents still access a portion of the green space during construction?

The entire Lemieux Island will be closed throughout construction to ensure the safety of
residents, visitors, and dogs.

6. Why can’t the City barricade off a small portion of the island so that residents can still
use the green space?

Due to increased vehicles and heavy machinery, it is unsafe for the general public to be in the
vicinity of the construction site.

7. Why can’t residents use the eastern half of island during construction if the staging
area is to the west? 

Allowing residents to use the eastern half of the island shoreline between the proposed
construction staging area and rail corridor would pose a safety concern due to increased
construction vehicles accessing the area between the staging area and the rail corridor. 

Construction will also be taking place on the shoreline and in the water, and there is a risk that
anyone accessing the waterfront may be injured by work boats/barges accessing the work
sites at the bridge.

8. Where can I take my dog if the City closes the green space?

For a complete listing of City sanctioned dog parks, please visit https://ottawa.ca/en/recreation-
and-parks/parks-and-green-space/dog-parks 

9.  Who can I contact if I have any questions?

https://cityofottawa.acemlnb.com/lt.php?s=4fc6714a41200084fa2c1dc39bb885d6&i=9458A9834A254A494436


9.  Who can I contact if I have any questions?

For more information about the Chief William Commanda Bridge Multi-use Pathway and
Rehabilitation Project please visit ottawa.ca/chiefwilliamcommandabridge

Questions regarding this project can be directed to the Project Manager, Lei Gong at
lei.gong@ottawa.ca or by telephone at (613) 580-2400 X 22738.

 

COVID-19
 
COVID-19 is an unprecedented situation and the City of Ottawa is committed to protecting our
community and employees.
The City is working closely with the industry and complying with restrictions and recommendations
provided by municipal, provincial, and federal health officials, as well as the Ministry of Labour, Training
and Skills Development.
 

Mobility & You
 
Stay informed about capital construction. Check out the City’s interactive traffic map and traffic report or
call 3-1-1 for updates about when and where construction is happening.
 

Contact us
 
Visit us on the web.
Have questions? Email the project manager at Lei.Gong@ottawa.ca
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