From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

613 Update // Parkways for People talk@socialmotion.ca
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Power of the Crowd for an Active City Agenda
Biking. Walking. Parks & Rec. Public Spaces.

JOIN THE
CROWD

1. Parkways for People
Please get out this Saturday morning,
25 September, to show your support for
keeping parkways open to active users.
No speeches, no marches; just walk,
bike or roll on any of the open
roadways (Colonel By, Ottawa River
west, Ottawa River east, Gatineau Park)
and let the world see how many of us
want active parkways.
Last week, there were about 4,300 visits
each weekend day. Can we top that on
Saturday?
More details on Eventbrite. Join the
movement for pro-people parkways at
Parkways for People.

2. What the Community is Talking About
Some of the highlights of what the community has been discussing recently.
The newly-elected Ottawa Centre MP Yasir Naqvi had a campaign promise
to keep Colonel By Drive open for active use another year. But some are
asking: is this the right parkway to open?
Car dependency is a spectrum is a thoughtful piece from Matt Pinder that
got a lot of positive feedback for how we think about our active
transportation and road network choices.
The long-awaited update to the Ontario Traffic Manual Book 18 is now
available. Feedback from experts in the community has been largely positive
to this reference manual for designing cycling facilities.
If Ottawa aspires to be the most liveable mid-sized city in North America,
shouldn't having a network of public toilets be a basic requirement, and
something worthy of inclusion in the Official Plan?
Riverain Park (400 River Road N) is having its grand reopening on Saturday,
25 September 10am-1pm.
Ottawa City Council council is slated to approve a new Parks and Recreation
Facilities Master Plan in mid-October.

3. This Week's Big Idea
Over the summer, the federal
government released details of its
$400m-over-5-years National Active
Transportation Strategy.
The fund supports investments in AT
infrastructure, namely multi-use paths,
sidewalks, footbridges, bike lanes and
nature trails that connect to other
roadways. It is accessible to provincial,
territorial and municipal governments,
indigenous organizations, and not-forprofits partnering with governments or
indigenous groups. It supports both
capital projects and planning/
stakeholder engagement activities.
The application process is not yet open,
but it will be soon. While we expect to
hear from the City this fall with priorities
for capital projects, could the biking
and walking communities get official
support to put in a grant application
for an ongoing City-community
engagement process on our active
transportation objectives?

4. They Want to Hear From You
The Powers That Be want to hear from you. You know the drill!
The Ministry of Transportation Ontario is holding a survey for an Eastern
Ontario Transportation Plan (until TODAY, September 23).
The City of Ottawa is hosting an open house on September 29 to present the
revised draft of its New Official Plan.

5. Make an Impact
Change starts with hundreds of small actions by the community. Here are easy
ways to make your dent in the universe.
1. Go for a Parkway ride on Saturday morning and show your support for Parkways
for People. If you're looking to ride with others, at 9:30am join #ottbikesocial at the
Aviation Museum, or the individuals behind Parkways for People at the Flora
Footbridge on Colonel By Drive.
2. Are you an artist? GottaGo Campaign is offering 7 artists $500 honorariums for
art that raises awareness of the need for better access. Deadline: Sept 30.
3. GottaGo Campaign is also asking people to write to their Councillor, suggesting
this template to get started, and ask that the upcoming Official Plan include more
public toilets, notably at LRT stations.
4. Get a tree. Plant a tree. Ecology Ottawa is coordinating the free give-away of
15,000 trees. Check the schedule for pick-up points until September 26.
5. Forward this email to one other person who cares about making Ottawa more
active and livable, and encourage them to get involved.

active and livable, and encourage them to get involved.
6. Spend a few minutes to fill out the survey above, and make your voice heard.
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